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Rev. Mr. an Wincheſier : 


IN - WHICH, 


HIS THEOLOGICAL TENETS AND OPINIONS 
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FUTED, AS INCONCLUSIVE AND SOPHISTICAL. 
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And think that Church beſt, in which, 
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dev. Mr, 


SIR, 


HAVE 


a conſide 


tions, wk 


ſt own, 1 
novelty, 


ev. Mr. ELHANAN WINCHESTER. 


4 


SIR, 


HAVE heard you preach, and I have read 
a conſiderable part of the theological pro- 
tions, which have dropt from your pen — I 
ſt own, that the latter contain abundance 
noyelty, with ſome grains of ingenuity; 


B 2 never- 


6100) 


nevertheleſs, I am of opinion, that they 1 
* ought, like Dr. Graham's wonderful produc- go 
tion, to be bound up in inen, and immedi. 5 
ately buried in the cells of forgetfulneſs. 3 
tenets 
think, 
It is ſaid, in Scriggure, that the Ire is known = 
or the 
by ts fruit: if ſo, you are well known by your : 
them : 
numerous productions, and extravagant aſſer. 
i | | | deed ! 
tions; and conſequently you muſt be a very 
big tree, and a very new 1ree, ſuch a tree az weak 
never appeared before in England, or any on 
| | ſenſibl, 
| 5 other country to my knowledge; and I aflura = 
| you, Sir, I have conſulted ſeveral of the anci OY 
ents and moderns, but have never, as yet 8 
8 


come acroſs your equal! It is true, nothing | 
impoſſible, as the poor Dutchman faid, a mat happy 


may bite his own noſe ſeventy times a da by reaſ 

if God pleaſes, but I believe that both yo 2 

noſe and mine, will drop from their cente 5 : p 

before the miracle takes place, | aker, 

| | judgme 

| ; WR if the 
- 2 You are a zree, Sir, which as to your mol 
ID . enter i 


2 character and good intentions no doubt be. 
| ve 


hey 
juc- 


edi- 


(x 7) 
very good fruit; and I could wiſh that the | 
whole human race felt for one another, And 
acted by one another, as you are aid morally 
to do; — but with regard to your theological 
tenets and opinions, I am really very ſorry to 
think, that you ſhould have ever broached them, 
or that there ever ſhould be one to believe 
them: — Uſeleſs and ridiculous notions in- 
deed! They may ideally fill the minds of the 
weak and illiterate, with Balſamum Vilæ, or 
the Balſam of Life; but the minds of the 
ſenſible with Tartarus Antimonialis, or Eme- 


tic Tartar. 


As men of ſenſe, and who defire to be 
happy here and hereafter, let us be guided 
by reaſon and underſtanding, which moſt af. 
ſuredly our God intended for our guidance 
and direction here: — Let us adore out 
Maker, and rejoice together, that error in 
judgment deſerves not expulſion from him, 
if the intention be good: and let us. not 


enter into thoſe abſtruſe, metaphyſical diſ- 


B 2 gquiſitions, 


= = ND r—_— 97 ae | 1 22 — 


(12 ) 
quiſitions, which you are unable to ſupport, 


and which greatly baffle the underſtandings 
of the unlearned, without conveying any 


kind of inſtruction to their minds: But to 


come more cloſely to the point. You ad- 
vance, that the Scriptures are 10 be taken in their 
plain literal ſenſe, and in ſuch a ſenſe we are to 
believe them. But how are we to do this, ſince 
moſt certainly, in their literal or external ſenſe, 
they will flatly contradict our reaſon, and even 


themſelves ? To Prove. Ir 


We read in the fourth chapter of Geneſis, 
that the Lord had reſpef? unto Mr. Abel, and 
#0 his offerings 7 but he had not reſpect unto un 


fortunate Mr. Cain, nor to his offering : And pray, 


Mr. Wincheſter, why? Sampſon the ſtrong 
bruiſer, or pugilliſt, couid not pay money, it 
he had it not. Neither could you or Cain 
bring firſtlings of the flocks, if you had no 
flocks to bring them from. I ſuppoſe, nay 


really believe, that- from his bringing the fruit 
1 | of 


of the 


to brit 
lambs, 
if he 
no reſ 
pure he 
acts pa: 
true, b 
Cain's! 
is ment 
diſcove. 
the wor 
teral or 


very ſin 


It is c 
gr Ot 
deny, fo 
angry w 


angry w. 
would be 
pooreſt c 
would be 


(5.290%) 


of the ground; or in other words, what he had 


to bring to the Lord, he would have brought 


lambs, kids, or ducks, as well as green peas, 
if he had them. — Now the Almighty, who is 
no reſpecter pf perſons or ſects, but of the 


pure heart, in the external ſenſe of this ſtory, 


acts partially, and therefore it cannot be literally 


true, but muſt have a reference to the ſtate of 
Cain's heart or his intentions; neither of which 
is mentioned in the ſacred page, but left to be 
diſcovercd by thoſe, who ſearch diligently into 
the word, and do not ſlothfully take it in its li- 
teral or external ſenſe, which to do, I think is 


very ſinful. 


It is often ſaid in Scripture, that the Lord is 
angry or Twroth with his creatures; but this I 
deny, for it is utterly impoſſible for Him to be 
angry with any one: — If he was grieved, or 
angry with us for all our ſins and errors, He 
would be much worſe in his ſituation, than the 


pooreſt criminal in the cells of Newgate: He 


would be continually peſtered with our follies. 
The 
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The Lord is ſaid to have ſet a mark upon Cain, 
leſt any finding him ſhould i him: And he 


went out from the preſence of the Lord, and 
dwelt in the land of Nod, on the eaſt of Eden; 


and he there had a w:iFe, and a clever fellow of 


a ſon named Enoch, who was both maſon and car. 
penter: otherwiſe how could he have built a 
whole city by himſelf? But what is ſtill more 
extraordinary, how could Cain be afraid of be- 
ing robbed, or killed, if there were no more 
people in the world, than his aged parents; and 
how could he come by a lady! I one day aſked 
a Jewiſh gentleman the fame queſtion I noy 
put to you. He heſitated a conſiderable time, 
and then replied, Sr, it is very different in the 
Hebrew language. I told him, that J ſhould be 
obliged to him for a fight of his bible, which 
he gave me: I read the whole chapter, by way 
of being ſure, and I found that the tranſlation 
correſponded very well. I then aſked him, if 
he had another bible or manuſcript by him. 
« No, Sir, that is the beft and only Hebrew 
bible I wiſh to have.“ Well then, Sir, ſays I, 

yo 


„ 


beings 
literal / 


in a ff 


tion 


8 
you are miſtaken, I find no ſuch difference be- 
tween the Hebrew and the Engliſh tranſlation as 
you ſay. The Gentleman then read it himſelf, 


begged my pardon, and faid, that he had 
forgot how Cain came by his wife: 
« The Lord made her, added he, out of one 
of her huſband's ribs, as he had made mother 


Eve:“ — I thanked him for the information, 
and ſaid I had always underſtood, that God 
had finiſhed all his works on the ſixth day, 
and that none of the ladies were made out 
of ribs but one, and I - ſuppoſed ſhe was 


very bony. 


1 ſhall in the courſe of this work, tranſcribe 
a page or two out of the book I laſt publiſhed, 
and I ſhall make ſeveral remarks on the literal 


ſenſe of the word, and leave the probability or 


morality of them, to the judgment of rational 


beings: I mean, if they take them in the 


literal ſenſe ; whereas, if many of them are taken 


in a ſpiritual ſenfe, according to the conſtruc. 


tion which that learned, great and good man, 


Baron 
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16 
Baron Swedenborg has put upon them, they 


will appear grand and beautiful, without de- ranſer 
ſcription. hackng 
wrote | 

The firſt verſe of the bible is falſely tranſlated, 0 yhow 
as you may ſee in my Critic Philoſopher, conſe. Kept tf 
quently, the world did not begin at the period in thei 
you and the clergy tell us, neither is your chro- with ſt 
nology right, my friend. The moſt ancient honor, 
Hebrew manuſcript, which I could ſee in the the S/ 
Vatican library at Rome, in the Librarics of they 1 
Paris, Leyden, &c. do not agree with the bible v 
Septuagint. tude, r 
| conſeqi 

The learned and ingenious Dr. Geddes is contrac 
now publiſhing a bible, which I believe will I knew Þ 
convince the world of it. The modern tranſla- you kn 
tions, and the Greek Manuſcripts do not agree from N 
with one another: Ergo, ſome of them muſt the boc 
be wrong: and pray, Sir, how can it be other- teuch, 
wiſe, except you can prove, that all the Scribes Jews u 
were inſpired, as well as the Prophets and there f 
very cl 


Apoſtles, and not liable to miſtake or error in 
tranſcribing, 


C i) 
tranſcribing. Many of theſe men, like our 
hackney writers, did not believe what they 
wrote for the libraries of the great, ſome of 
whom no doubt, like others I could mention, 
kept their knowledge in their books, and not 
in their heads, and probably were more pleaſed 
with ſhew than ſolidity; as I aſſure you, on 
honor, I myſelf ſaw a Man purchaſe two ſets of 
the SpeZator to fill up his book-caſe; becauſe 
they were elegantly bound and lettered. The 
bible was not always in the hands of the multi- 
tude, neither the materials which compoſe it, 
conſequently error was not always ſubject to 
contradiction; I mean, when there was, nobody 
knew better. — There was a conſiderabe time, 
you know, from Adam to Noah, ſo there was 
from Noah to Moſes, who moſt certainly wrote 
the book of Genefis and the reſt of the Penta- 
teuch, who underſtood the bible when the 
Jews were in the Babylonith captivity, they 
there forgot, not only their language, but the 
very characters in which it was written. In 


C Egypt 


(18 ) 


Egypt they all lived together in the land of 
Goſhan, and conſequently could not forget their 
own language; but in the Babyloniſh captivity, | 
they were diſperſed all over Chaldea, andAſſyria, 
and ſo intermixed with the people of the land, 
that they were obliged to learn their language, 
and have their converſe with them, being in 
a ſtate of ſervitude, This appears to me, to be 
the reaſon why we meet with ſo many Chaldee, 
Perfic, and Arabic words in the bible. — Thus 
you ſee, that error could not be avoided with 
regard to the letter, for every one knows that 
Mrs. Memory is exceedingly treacherous. That 
the Scriptures are not naked truths, as to the 
ſenſe of the letter, but only appearances of 
ſuch things, as might exiſt in nature, may be 
eaſily proved. Why does the Pſalmiſt fay, 
Open thou mine eyes, that I may fee the wondrous 
things of thy law! Was he bodily blind? No, Sir, 
he here means, or rather praysto the Lord, to 
open the internal ſenſe of the Scriptures to 
him. The ſecret of the Lord is among them that 

; fear 


| I 
fear him. What ſecret? The hidden myſteries 
of the word. Out of the deep waters, have I 
cried unto thee, O Lord] What out of the bot- 
tom of the ſalt or freſh water?? Had poor David 
been a ſwimming and ſunk, and even in the 


bottom, had he preſence of mind and power 
to open his mouth, and beg of his Creator to 
bring him to the ſurface? Remember before 


ou preach again, that waters in Scripture 
gnify troubles or afflictions; I think ſuch a 
ſerable ſwimmer ought to have uſed corks, 


nus 
ich r. Wincheſter. You know the ingenious Jo- 
hat h the ſon of Amittai, was three days and 


"hat re nights in a whale's belly. Jonah muſt 
ve been as little as Tom Thumb, otherwiſe the 


let of a whale could never have let him paſs. 
is it poſſible for you, my friend, to jump 


7 1 n the throat of a pig, or a jack-aſs? Or 
.drous NW wide do you think your own ceſophagus to 
Sir, If Mr. Jonah was in the belly of a whale, 
" to dy other fiſh, he muſt. have breathed, and 
be” 'hale muſt have opened his mouth, to ſup= 


ply 


( 20 ) 
ply the gentleman with air. Can any man of 
ſenſe, believe that this paſſage is meant to be 


taken in its literal ſenſe? You may juſt as well to | 
believe, that you yourſelf have been in the belly of t 
, of an unicorn: as I ſhould ſuppoſe you have. es 
been in ſome ſtrange animal's belly, otherwiſe whe 
how could you have imbibed ſuch notions i * 
Job the farmer in the land of Uz, you read in 2 
his book, curſed the day of his own birth. But TO 
what puniſhment could he wiſh to be inflicta Sine 
on a day that was paſt; (long 'before he wa the 1 
born) as an Iriſhman once ſaid; and why ſnoul that 
he curſe the innocent day becauſe it did nc Jatth, 

' ſhut his poor mother's womb to Keep him fro been 
the light? | know, 

| feen 1 

He wanted his mother to be in a bad con wan 

aud 1 


tion, and even himſelf to be mangled by 
ſurgeons. Doubtleſs you will here fay, t 
our Lord makes particular mention of Jon: 
being three days and three nights in the wh: 
belly. I acknowledge it, Sir, but he ſpoke 


the H 
St. 
and 


( 21 ) 


and indeed ſeveral times to men in the external 


ſenſe of the word, or as they conceived things 
to be; for even his diſciples had but a faint idea 
of the ſpiritual meaning of the Scriptures, as 
we.may learn from theſe words and many others 
where they did not comprehend him. — I have 
many things to ſay unto you, but 1 know ou cannot 
now bear them. They did not know that he 
was the Lord of the whole univerſe, but ima- 
gined, as you do, and as men thought, and as- 
the word literally in conſequence thereof, ſay, 
that there was one greater than he. — Philip 
faith, ſhew us the Father; Feſus ſaith lo him, have I 
been ſo long time wilh you, and baſt thou not yet 
known ME, Philip.? He who hath ſeen me hath 
ſeen the Father, and how ſaycſt thou then, ſhew us 
the Father? Believeſt thou not that I am in Father, 
and the Father in Me? Believe me, that I am in 
the Father and the Father in Me. The xvith of 
St. Fobn. ' The humanily was then nearly glorified ; 
and Our Lord ſhewed himſelf to be God. The 
Roman Cartholic clergy, notwithſtanding their 

. ſtrict 


622) 
ſtrict orders of abſtinence and faſting from ani- 
mal food in Lent, will eat, devour, gorman- 


dize, ſalmon, turbot, and all kinds of fiſh; 
wine, ſtrong cordials, butter, cheeſe, eggs, and 


other things moſt profuſely; and while they 


ſtrain at a gnat they do not heſitate to ſwallow 
camels. — Their doctrine of tranſubſtantiation, 
though literally true, according to the ſenſe of 
the letter: This 15 my body, and this is my Blood; 
you well know 1s quite repugnant to faith, 
and is a ſelf-evident contradiction to the word 
of God, and the philoſophical laws of matter; 
and ſurely, very contrary to reaſon. 


Nevertheleſs, they tell us, that they have 
Scripture for it; and you ſay the ſame in favour 
of your opinions: — It is very true, you both 
have Scripture for what you advance; and ſo 
may ten more, all hold different opinions, and 
bring Scripture to confirm them, if they look 
only to the external ſenſe of the letter. 'This is 
the reaſon of ſo many different opinions, If we 
take 
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( 83 ) 
take the word literally, we muſt, in ſpite of us, 
lay aſide our reaſon, and give way to your wild 
enthuſiaſtic ideas. We are allowed, nay even 
Hamed, if we do not uſe our reaſon and ſenſe, 
in our domeſtic affairs, and in all our walks 
through life; but we are by you, and ſeveral of 
the clergy, deemed ignorant and wicked, if we 
do not believe things, which abſolutely contra- 
dict every particle of ſenſe and reaſon, and even 
probability itſelf. Perhaps, few people are ſo 
credulous as the Engliſh, and few are on the 


other fide, more apt to diſcredit reaſonable and 
yell ſubſtantiated facts. 


Never were ſuch a ſuſpicious and miſtruſtful 
nation upon earth before. They are horridly 
afraid of one another; but we need not much 
wonder at it. If we reflect that there are more 
thieves and rogues amongſt them than in any 
ther nation in Europe. 


The ſories of the bottle, and of the mi- 
culous quack at. Hammerſmith, with many 


2 more, 


( 24 ) 


more, do no honour to their- judgment; and 
I am very ſure, that your tenets and opinions 
of the bleſſed word of God, do ſtill leſs honour 


to your reaſon. 


You ſay in your third Lecture (page 172 
ce that Judah, or the daughter of Zion, ſhall 
threſh or fight at Jeruſalem, and ſhall poſſes 
the wealth of all the heathen: round about, 
which ſhall be gathered together for that 
purpoſe, gold, ſilver, and apparel in great 
abundance: This great gain ſhall be conſe- 
crated 10 Jehovab, and this great ſubſtance to 
bis ſervice, who ſhall come at that time, to be 
the King and the Lord of the whole earth.“ 


I think nothing can come nearer blaſphemy, 
than what you have here advanced. My king- 
dom is not of this world, /ailh our Bleſſed Lord. Do 
you ſuppoſe, Sir, that the Father of the Uni 
verſe will ever ſtand in need of money, appa 


rel, or the riches of periſhable beings! Aſto. 


niſhing indeed, what a different ſpirit, fro 
what 
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what he had, when he ſojourned amongſt us 
before ! He then refuſed earthly titles and look- 
ed on pomp, grandeur, and riches as great 
evils ; and pointed out to us, that theſe were the. 
inventions of man and not by his order. But 
according to Mr. Wincheſter, he will at his 
ſecond advent, (in what is juſt mentioned) act 
as an earthly prince; he will uſe tyrannicide, 
and gather the wealth of men together (which 
can be nothing but as duſt before him) for his 
purpoſes ; and he will order his people to pil- 
lage all nations to enrich his kingdom! He, 
who once rebuked his revengeful followers, and 
told them, that he had not come to deſtroy, 


but to ſave the lives of his creatures, will, ac- 
cording to Mr. Wincheſter's doctrine, ſet all 
the nations of the earth by the ears 


Then ſhall you, Sir, and your hearers eat 
the fleſh of the mighty, and drink the blood 
of the princes of the earth, of rams, of 
lambs, of goats, and of bullocks, all of them 

ke  fatlings 


— % 


( 26 ) 
fatlings of Baſhan. And you ſhall eat fat tilt 
ye be full. — My countrymen will then fare 


ill; for I am ſure they would much rather 
live on oatmea land kail, than live on the beſt 


blood of the land; and as for fat, every one 


well knows that it would poiſon a Scotchman 
ſooner than arſenic. 


You fay St. John defcribes the Turks as 
horſemen, and their number as two hundred 
millions. I am very ſure, that you and all the 
elergymen in the world, cannot prove that St. 
John here means the Turks. I ſhould rather 
ſuppoſe, if the paſſage has any literal meaning 
at all, (which J cannot believe) that the four 
angels mean the four quarters of the globe, 
namely, Afia, Africa, Europe, and America; 
and that you are the American angel, who is to 
- beat all the reſt of the world into your opi- 
nions. — Out of your mouth iſſue fire, ſmoke, 
thunder and brimſtone in abundance ! *Tis true 
the latter cannot iſſue faſt enough to fulfil 
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your propheſies of burning up the world, as you 
muſt have at leaſt two hundred millions of hogſ- 
heads of that mineral by you very ſoon, and even 
then you will not be able to burn up the ſolid 
and fluid, between Glaſshouſe Yard, where you 
preach, and the place of your birth in America. 
I could wiſh to know where all the brimſtone 
is to come from. It has been reported that a 
great deal of it is uſed in the northern circuit, 
I mean in my country, to cure aredo or ſcabies, 


at leaſt the Engliſh ſay ſo, particularly my late 


friend Dr. Johnſon ; and I frequently pteſcribe 
preparations of it to my patients, efpecially in 


cutaneous diſorders, and ſometimes in aſthmas, 


coughs, catarrhs of the cronic kind, and ſeveral 
diſorders of the breaſt and lungs ; and ſure 1 
am, that many gentlemen of the faculty do 


the ſame. 


If you had been chymiſt enough, you 
would have introduced falt-petre, and char- 
coal, with the ſulphur, then we ſhould have 


had gunpowder, which I think- would much 
D 2 better 


( 28 ) 


better anſwer the purpoſe, than the ſingle in, 
: gredient brimſtone, and done more execution 
too, as there would be at leaſt treble the quan- 
tity, and double the ſtrength. 
ſtill more properly to work, we ſhould make 
Intereſt with the Turks, and borrow that 
great gun mentioned in your Third Lecture, 
(page 168, ) and load it well, and blow up the 
world all at once, if we want to get rid of it. 
You know, Sir, that the work well begun, Is 
half ended, 


I never in all my life knew any perſon ſo 
fond of brimſtone, big guns, battles and con- 
fuſion as you are. What a great pity it is, that 
your relations in your juvenile days did not 
grace you with a cockade, a ſword, and other 
accoutrements of war, and then ſend you to 
the grand Seignior. Oh! What a bold ſoldier 
you would have made! 


Mr. Wincheſter, as you write and publiſh a 
great deal, be well guarded againſt the book- 
1 ſellers; 
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. ſellers; for as you take things in a literal ſenſe 
n they will moſt certainly get the advantage of 
you: becauſe they take nothing in this ſenſe, 
O but all ſpiritually; 1 mean they take the ſpirit 
e out of authors profits, or at leaſt what ought to 
at be theirs. And though many of them cannot 
e, read the title page of a book, and vety few of 
ne il them be able to judge between ſound literature 
it. and flimſey compoſitions, yet you know, that 
they live very ſumptuouſly both in town and 


with contempt on their benefactors, or thoſe 


they live by ; I mean on men of the greateſt 


genius and learning that grace and adorn our 
100 nation, whoſe productions fill the pockets of the 
ner WK bookſellers, while three fourths of the authors 
to Ware ſtarving in the garrets: for I am ſure, he 
lier {muſt be a cleaver fellow indeed who can earn 
ſixpence a day in writing for the generality of 
bookſcllers. Beware of the publicans alſo, 


k Sir, for if you remember well they are ranked 
inn the word before ſinners, and very juſtly too; 
ers; | 


for 


country, and have impudence enough to look 
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more 
for I really believe, that there is not ſuch a ſet N 
of ungrateful ſinners, under the fun, as hey wy Pe 
Depend on the frowns of their ſupercilliou "I 
brows, as ſoon as ever votre argent comes ah 3 
penny farthing. or whenever you are not regulat "REV 
in your viſits, gold wi 
Avoid the Doftors, and even the Apothe BY . | | 
caries, becauſe the parſon ranks before the phy- 1 
ſician and the phyſician before the lawyer, hey wo 
-_ gentlemen in black take care of the ſoul; . 
we take care of the body or life, and the gentle. 
men of the law are always ſure to take _ i the 
the property. — The P png the Gavil of ſon ſick, 
continually at war: he is ſor the ſoul, and would foa 
they ſay that they wiſh it well too; ſo ſays mean diſp 
the Doctor with regard to life and health, but hy wh 
Mr. Lawyer and the old gentleman * ending a 
diſpute; and I do not much . 5 deſcribes t 
for he is generally at peace with * ow latins: « 
children, or ſuch as he is ſure to have at laſt. is globe. 
It is rather a query to me, whethell c WIG 


divinity, phyſic, and law, are not all T7 


1 


more concerned for the property, than 


ſet 1 | 

ue MV thing elſe. Tis true, a few pence 

59s thrown into your plate, every holding-forth 

= day; or three and fixpence now and then 

al oa maſter attorney, do not amount to a vaſt 

ſum through the year; but nothing leſs than 
1 gold will ſatisfy the phyſician or the coun- 

de. cor; and methinks without being well paid 

zhy- 

for our labour, that neither you, nor we, nor 

yer 

. | they would be troubled about people s ſalva- 
u 

7 tion, preſervation, or property. 

ntle- 


If the Doctor ſhould happen to find the par- 
ſon ſick, I ſhould be inclined to think that he 
vould ſpare no pains to fend him a-going ; I 
mean diſpatch him to the next world; for you 
ſurely well know, that there can be no fin in 
ſending a gentleman to that kingdom, which he 
deſcribes to others as infinitely more beautiful, 
pleaſant, and happy than any other empire on 
this globe. And the clergy muſt be very ſure 
Met ir, as they are embaſſadors from thence: and 
as 
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as they point out the way to others how to 
arrive at it, how can they miſs it themſelves? 


comfort: 
ccordin 
o have 


Wiriſh will 


It is ſomewhat very extraordinary, that you 
gentlemen embaſſadors cannot agree amongſt 


yourſelves, but that you ſhould bring ſo many ibbages 
different ſtories from home, and you all have axe thei 
your credentials too ! Nay, ſome of you are not 

only embaſſadors, but plenipotentiaries extra- ol * 
ordinary: for inſtance, you yourſelf are among | 
the firſt, for you can tell the very dimenſions I Vemous 
of the City of Heaven, which doubtleſs you r YOU 
have often meaſured; and you have been kind prongs 1 
enough to inform us, that the ſtreets are paved . 
with pure gold, &c. &c. I ſhould be afraid enen 
to truſt any thing even made of ſilver, amongſt 2 a 
the preſent generation, who are not to paſs bis profit. 
till all thoſe things be fulfilled. — I am ſuſpici- 548 ſala 
ous, Sir, that you are wrong in your calcula- e 
tions, and have not left room enough for us ects ? — þ 
all; fifteen hundred miles ſquare, to be ſure, is s no frien 
a good deal of ground; but a man to lire When e 


comfortably Ykingdom 


to ( 33 +) 


? comfortably (as he muſt do in heaven, even 


ccording to your own account of it) ought 
o have a bit of a garden, a yard, &c. The 
Wiſh will want a few potatoes, the Scotch ſome 
;bbages, and the Welch you well know muſt 


have their leaks. 


If the devil is what you and your brethren 
deſcribe him to be, he is moſt certainly an 


3 ngenious clever fellow. He is according to 
you your account of him, omnipotent (which 
* belongs to God only) that is both in his own 
cin | 


kingdom, I mean bell, and in this world alſo, 
and conſequently, he muſt be well paid for his 
trouble, at leaſt I ſhould ſuppoſe ſo, What are 
is profits a year, for catching us, or how 
much ſalary is he allowed per annum; for 
broilling, gnaſhing, and tormenting his ſub- 
ets? — Have a care, my dear Sir, the devil 


no friend to embaſſadors, 


live} When our Lord was aſked, concerning the 
ably kingdom of heaven, he ſaid it is within you, 
E which 


( 34 


which makes me conclude, that the kingdon 


of evil, or hell, 1s alſo in the breaſt of the 
wicked, and that the big devil you mention, is 
nothing but a bad conſcience. When we de 
good it is for ourſelves, and our heavenly 
Father, who loveth the good and ſeeth in 
ſecret, will abundantly reward us; and whe 
we do evil, it ſhall be placed to our actount 
alſo, and we will ſufficiently puniſh ourſelves 
without the help of your devil, as we will be 
aſhamed, and unable to look unto the Lord, 
till our evils are taken from us, and even thi; 
muſt be done by our own conſent, as we are 


free agents. 


Our Lord commands us to pluck out our 
right eye, and cut off our right hand, if either 
of theſe members ſhould offend us. Do you 
literally believe this, Mr. Wincheſter. —1 knew 
a gentleman in Italy, who accid:ntly ſo injured 
his right eye with his right hand, that an in- 
flammation took place, and by an improper ap- 
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plication of medicine, very ſoon after a mortifi- 
cation enſued; conſequently the medical gen- 
tleman erdered the eye to be extracted entirely 
for fear of- a total mortification over the whole 
ſyſtem. Do you not really believe, that the 
gentieman's right hand ought alſo to have been 
cut off, for offending his right eye? 


I am rather inclined to believe, Sir, that 
if your hearers had been faithful in plucking 
out their right eyes, and cutting off their right 
hands, at every cauſe of offence, there would . 
not be a right cye in your congregation: no- 
thing would be left but ſtumps, and one eyed 
tbriftians! I cannot ſee, why the left hand, if 
it offends. another member, ſhould not be cut 
off as well as the right. I am ſure, it ſeldom 
can ſo well perform the functions of the right, 
is the right can do thoſe of it, except you go 
to our left handed gentlemen; in them, I 
muſt acknowledge, that you will find abun- 
dance of art and dexterity, but then you ought 
| to 
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to remember, if ever you have ſeen ſuch a thing 
that the ſeat of the liver in theſe gentlemen is 
almoſt under the left armpit. The Scripture 
literally ſay, an eye for an eye; and a tooth fir 
a tooth; Pray, Mr. Wincheſter, what muſt the 


poor fellow do, who may have the misfortune 


to knock a tooth or too out of a perſon's head, 
and at the ſame time has not one left in hi 
own jaw, to make up the loſs? Muſt he give 
his antagoniſt his tongue, his ear, or his noſe, 
by way of recompence? — To cut off either 
of the two latter, would greatly disfigure one, 
and I ſhould much rather loſe all the teeth in 
my head, though I have loſt none yet, than 
loſe my noſe or my ear, but I think that loquaci 
ous gentlemen, ſuch as Mr. ——, ought to have 
had his tongue cut out long ago ; for although 
it may not as yet have brought an inflamation 
into the glands of the perſon who holds it, | 
am well convinced, that it has inflamed the 


minds and opinions of many. 
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You relate (page 202 of your Third Lecture) 
that your friend has informed you, that more 
than 7wo thouſand ſhocks of the earth have been 
felt, ſince the earthquake in the year 1755, 
and you add, that there is no doubt, but great 
ſhaking, convulſions and commotions of the 
earth, will take place, when the Lord ſhall 


come. 


Your friend and yourſelf are not only miſ- 
taken, but ſeem to be equally full of extrava- 
gance in your aſſertions. Though you are ſo 
fond of commotions, convulſions, and apothe- 
plexies, paralytic and hyſteric fits, or ſhakings, 
yet you cannot tell how many of theſe have 
taken place in St. Martin's pariſh, within theſe 
twenty years paſt; and ſurely he muſt have 
been a very accurate obſerver indeed, who 
could inform you of all the commotions of 


the earth, which may have taken place fince 


the year 1755; and inſtead of your 2000 ſhak- 


ings all the world over, he will venture to af- 
firm, 
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firm, that you and your friend cannot prove, 
that even 1000 have taken place in that time. — 


This is what I call mee/ing you half way, Mr, 


Wincheſter. 


It appears to me, that that bold fellow. 


Charon, the ferry-man of hell, was figurative 
or typical of a methodiſt parſon. He was an 
ill grown fat fellow, fo are moſt of them ; 
he had a big thick head, ſo have the generality 


of them; and how can it be otherwiſe, fince 


lumber and traſh, more than would fill my friend 


Mr. G——'s garret, compoſe the contents of 
their pates. He had a buſhy grey wig, and 
beard of the ſame colour, which you well know, 
add to the dignity and conſequence of a me- 
thodiſt parſon. He had bleared eyes, ſo have 
many of them and their hearers from frequently 
howling and bawling about they do not Know 
what. His rags were repreſentative of their 
diſcourſes. — Thus you ſee, that the propheſy, 
or account of your old friend Charon, is literally 


and exactly fulfilled. 
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A methodiſt parſon exclaimed once to his 
congregation. Oh, my friends, what a thing it 


is to be a Chriſtian! It is of ſuch magnitude, 


that any one of them, can go to the top of 
Jacob's ladder, and contemptibly look down, 


on all the miſbelievers, juſt like mites in a 
piece of cheeſe ! 


A Chriſtian, my worthy brethren added he, 
can take out his penknife and go to the doors 
of hell, he can ſharp it on her gates, ſaying, 
whittletee whattletee, and the devil dare not 
ſay buff to his blankets! ye clowns in the 
gallery is not this good encouragement for you! 


ought you not J rejoice at ſuch good news! 


That few things have come to our hands as 
the antients underſtood them, is very certain, 
for even the meaning of the Heathen Mytho- 
logy, or the bieroglyphics of the heathen 
deities, are loſt long ago, or at leaſt they muſt 


not be taken in the ſenſe of the letter. 


Certain 
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Certain it is, that both religion and phyfic, 
were for many ages orally traditional : every 
father delivering down to his family, what he 


himſelf had in like manner received concern- 


ing the works of his Maker. — Man's vices, 
and conſequently his diſeaſes were few, and very, 
eaſily cured, by reaſon of rural exerciſe and 


univerſal temperance. 


I ſuppoſe you are not ſo childiſh as to believe 
that Acheron, the ſon of Titan and Terra, was 
turned into ariver, that Achilles, by being bathed 


or dipped frequently in the river Styx, became 


invulnerable, or that manly Aeon was changed 
into a ſtag or a jackaſs, for looking at a fine 
lady unrobed ; would not you have given a 
peep, my worthy friend? Upon my honourl 
would, even if I ran the riſk of being turned 


into 4 guinea pig! 


I would wiſh to know, Sir, what ſalary that 


great maſtiff cur Cerberus, with his three heads, 
| received 


rect 
of | 
Mir 
whe 
bad” 
learr 
of th 
verſe 
thens 
that 
was } 
quick. 
eloque 
you w. 
word © 
theſe p 
in ſom! 


there is 


Narc 
ſity, is 


one han 


C1 


received from his friends for guarding the gates 


of hell; or where Jupiter's brains were, when 


Minerva ſprung out of his head? Perhaps 
where Mr. — ss are, in his heels, if ever be 
had any. It appears to me, and indeed to my 
learned and worthy friend Dr. De La Lande, 
of the Royal College of Paris, when I laſt con- 
verſed with him, that the Hercules of the Hea- 
thens was equal to the Samſon of the Jetos: 
that Mercury, ſtyled the meſſenger of the Gods, 
was nothing more than Argen/um Vivum, or 
quick-ſilver; he is ſaid to have preſided over 
eloquence, ſprightlineſs, and activity; and if 
you will freely uſe him, depend, Sir, on the 
word of a phyſician, that he will very ſoon lay all 
theſe powers as low in you as he has often done 
in ſome of my patients, — O Mr. Wincheſter, 


there is nothing like a little mercury ! 


Narciſſus the daughter of Jupiter and Neceſ- 
ſity, is ſaid to have carried a pair of ſcales in 
one hand, and a whipin the other: that you 
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want the former to weigh your opinions, with 
reaſon and common ſenſe, there remains little 


doubt; and whether a taſte of the latter, I mean 


the whip, would not now and then be of ſervice 


to you, I will not take upon me at preſent, as 


a gentleman, to ſay. 


Had the whole ſyſtem of the heathen mytho- 
logy, been in the bible, Mr. Wincheſter and 


his hearers would have believed it as divine facts; 


but moſt certainly no other book has ſufficient 


conſequence, in their opinion, to make even 
the moſt illiterate give credit to ſuch ſtories. 


You ſay that this earth is to be burnt up by 
fire, and by your favourite article hrimſtone.— 
The Lord I believe changeth not, conſequently 
he will never undo what he has done. He is of 
the ſame mind to day, as he was yeſterday; and 
ſo will eternally remain; and till you and the 
clergy can convince me that it is poſſible for him 
to change his mind, I ſhall never believe your 

aſſertions, 
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aſſertions. If the Lord changed, he would not 
be infinitely perfect, which moſt certainly he 
is; as the very ſame laws and order which he 
eſtabliſhed at firſt do remain to this very hour, 
and ever will. If he was changeable, ſo would 
day and night, ſummer and winter, and ſeed- 
time and harveſt. So would all Nature, which 
we well know ſeaſonably remains invariable; for 
though ſhe may ſometimes apparently change 
to our wonder and admiration, yet ſtill ſhe is 
the ſame in herſelf, and we are aſtoniſhed at her, 
only from our own inability to judge a right 
of her cauſes and effects. — If the Lord is a 
changeable being, he cannot be eternal, but ſub- 
ject to anger, revenge, and other paſſions, which, 
indeed, you and the clergy have ſhamefully aſ- 
ſigned to him. If this were the caſe, he would 
long ere now confined your dwellings to the re- 
gions of the moon, to which planet I really 
believe you belong. 


Whoever reads your works, and believes 
F 2 them, 
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them, I mean your /akings, your commot ions, 
your thunder, brimflone and fire; your drying 
up the pools of water, and your ballles and other 


confiſions, can in my opinion have but an un- 


merciful, - horrid, and unjuſt idea of our hea. 


venly Father, whoſe loving kindneſſes and 
bleſſings deſcend on all his creatures, without 
reſpect of perſons or ſets. Your ſtories: or 
prophecies can only be compared to a drunken 
man, who returns from the publicans in a ſtate 
of intoxication, and in a great paſſion he 
breaks his chairs, tables, bottles, glaſſes, and 
perhaps his wife's head. You ſay the Lord 
will lit and /brow down the mountains, dry up 
the fea, and burn and deflroy cities, towns, en- 
pires, and even the whole Globe! — But why 
ſhould the Lord be angry with the poor inno- 
cent globe for the offences committed by his 
creatures? By your account of him, he is 
more paſſionate and revengeful than Nero or 
Caligula. The former of theſe gentlemen ſet 
fire to his own city, and wiſhed that all the Ro- 
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mans had butone head, that he might chop it off 


at one blow. The latter rejoiced in putting his 
beſt friends to death, along with his enemies, and 
healed alike both friend and foe; and the Lord, 
according to you, will come down and fight, 
burn to aſhes, deſtroy, and put to the ſword all 
nations, and he will gather together all people 
againſt Jeruſalem to battle, and the city ſhall Ze 
taken, and the houſes rifled, and the ladies raviſbed, 
florm and clouds will cover the land, death and 
deſtruction ſhall altend their march, two thirds 
of the inhabitants of the land fhall die, and wo- 
men ſhall eat their own children (page 182, 


Lecture 3.) Take care, Mr. Wincheſter, that 


your mother does not riſe up and eat you, as 
doubtleſs you will be in the battle. Horrid 


to ſuppoſe, that this will be the order or by the 
permiſſion of the Lord ! 


In page 14, of one of your diſcourſes deli- 
vered in London, the 29th of April 1789, 
you ſay that the Lord will appear with the en- 

ſign 
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ſign of the croſs, carried before him, and the 


marks of the nails and ſpear in his ſide. — O, of ſorr 
Heavens ! what ſores theſe ruſty nails and ſpear Bar, or 
mult have made at firſt ! — Near eighteen hun- 
dred years a healing, and not yet well! Bad In t 
Surgeons indeed, Mr. Wincheſter. Hang the er 
ignorant fellows! why do not they call in 3 wo dh 
phyſician? after aff 
poſe, 0 
Could one imagine that any reaſonable be- were for 
ing would ever advance ſuch an abſur- been a 
dity ? — Suppoſe we were all now in perſonal pgs wo 
appearance ſtanding before the Lord, we and ther 
would moſt certainly believe that he had been Nckan ſp 
here, if he would but only ſay.ſo; for we could ful of 4+ 
never imagine that he would tell a falſehood. notions, 
Who can be ſo hard of belief, as to doubt 
an aſſertion coming immediately from the Who 
mouth of his Creator in heaven? What ſer- ven 
vice then would the marks of nails and an old dat the 
ſpear be? — I think that a few nails would be . 
evils to « 


of infinite ſervice at preſent, to faſten the ears 
of nd then 


3 


099 ) 


ne 
0 of ſome of the methodiſt parſons to Temple 
1 Bar, or the pillory. 


In the fifth Chapter of St. Mark, we haue 
an account of the greateſt herd of pigs, (nearly 
two thouſand in number) that ever before or 
after aſſembled ina field. Swine, I ſhould ſup- 
poſe, were very uſeleſs in that country, as they 
were forbidden to be eaten; and there muſt have 
been a devil for every pig, otherwiſe all the 


pigs would not have been choaked in the ſea; 
and then the poor man, out of whom the un- 
clean ſpirits were driven, muſt have been as 
ba" full of devils, as your head is full of ridiculous 


notions 
o0d. 7 


Who in his ſenſes can ever believe this ſtory, 


or take it in a literal ſenſe? To ſuppoſe 
hat. the Lord could think of deſtroying a 
nan's property, or to give orders to ſo many 
evils to enter into dumb creatures, and then 
nd them all into the ſea, is, in my humble 


3 opinion, 
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opinion, a ſpecies of wickedneſs. - He who was for 
kind and full of love to all his creatures; and who the 
teaches a ſpirit of meekneſs, and charity, very 
different even from the moſt moral and ſublime Jew 
philoſophers, that ever appeared before or after i Pe! 
him, I ſay that divine Being, who took our 
' nature upon him, and ſuffered for our iniqui- 


ſpiri 
ties, amply proved to us that true religion a mi 


ought to conſiſt in univerſal love and charity, men 


know 
and I 


other, 


not only to men, but even to every creature 
that breathes; and indeed the ſoul of the gene- 


rous and good prove it. 
on ea 


In your 4th Lecture, page 205. And ihy vail | 
ſhall ſpoil thoſe that ſpoiled them, and rob thie knowl 
that robbed them, faith Admai Jehovah. — Thi I a: 
is tit for tat, Mr. Wincheſter, or a compleat Pry 


retaliation. — This is nothing like /ove your ent 
mies, bleſs them that curſe. yon, do good to thei 
that hate you, and pray for them who deſpile 
Fully uſe you, and perſecute you; that you ma 
be the children of your Father who is in heaven 


# 


( 49 ) 
for he maketh his ſun to riſe on the evil and ar 
the good, and ſendeth his rain on the juſt, and on 


be unjuſt. — His people, whether Chriſtians, 


Jews, or Gentiles, (as doubtleſs there are good 
people in them all) prove in their love and pro- 
ceedings with one another, that his good 
ſpirit is in them, and with them, and that it is 
a matter of very little import, what opinion 
men are of; for our Lord tells us, hat if ye 
know theſe things, Bleſſed are you if you do them; 
and I believe, that he will never aſk you, or any 
other, of what ſect or perſuaſion you were while 
on earth ; and our knowledge of things will 
avail us nothing, if we act contrary to ſach 
knowledge. * 

I am ſuſpicious, Sir, that ſome kind of 4 
windmill is in your head ; otherwiſe, I think, 
that you could never have been ſo fond of turning 
round, grinding, and mangling the Scriptures, to 
ſuit your own ideas and extraordinary opinions. 


It is ſaid in the ſenſe of the letter, hat the 
G _ 


7 


Lord hardened the heart of Pharoah; and then 
ſmote bim, and his people with ſore plagues. — ] 
can compare this to nothing but to the inhu- 
man conduct of Nero, who ordered a certain 


of his officer's eyes to be taken out, and 
then had him puniſhed for not ſeeing. What a 
ſtrange idea you muſt have of the divine Being, 
even to ſuppoſe, that it is to be taken literally. 
He never tempted, neither can he be tempted. 
He is a merciful and juſt Father, whoſe love 
even to the brute creation, is not wanting; 
as you may read in Jonah, where he ſays, And 
ſhould not I ſpare Nineveh that great city, where- 
in are more than ſix-ſcore thouſand perſons, who 
cannot diſcern between their right hand, and the 
tft, and alſo much cattle? Theſe ladies and 
gentlemen muſt have been confoundedly igno- 
rant, Mr. Wincheſter, not to have known the 
one hand from the other. Nevertheleſs, it ſhews 
that the Lord regarded even the cattle of the 
field. You ſay (page 233, Lecture 5) that our 
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blefſed Lord will come down, at one of the equi- 
noxes, as they fland remarkably diſtinguiſbed in 
ſcripture: and you mention Kennedy, the Iriſh 
chronologiſt, as a kind of ſanction to what you 
advance. — If he deſcends at the autumnal 
equinox, I ſuppoſe you and your friends will 


aſcend at the vernal equinox. I ſhould be glad 


to be informed, if ever you were in a baloon; 
if you have not, I will ſend to Mr. Luhardi, 
and know how cold it is in mounting, at the 
time of the equinoxes; I ſhould think that a 
warmer day may be appointed for ſuch buſineſs. 
It is really very cold even on the Alps, I aſſure 
you, and it was extreme warm weather when 
I was there laſt. 


Sir Iſaac Newton and others ſay, that a 
cannon ball would take a number of years to 
come from the ſun, to our globe, but accord- 
ing to you, our bleſſed Lord will perform dou- 
ble the diſtance in a day's time, which will be 


good travelling. 


G 2 Mr. 
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Mr. Kennedy has told a number of falſe- 
hoods, and advanced what neither he, nor you, 
or any living, can prove; and I am inclined 
to think, that you and he are in partnerſhip. 


Who told you when time began, or how could it 


commence on the fourth day of the week at 


noon, , at the autumnal equinox, and on a full | 


moon day, (Page 233, Lecture 5,) as you ſay? 
Tf it began on the fourth day, three days muſt 
have paſſed, and a part of the fourth, then that 
was time loſt, Neither you, nor Kennedy, 
knows any thing about it; but I imagine, that 
you were both conceived at the vernal equinox, 
or on a full moon day, for you ſeem to be nearly 


related to that planet. 


In your 5th Lecture, p. 2 375 you ſay, „that 
our Lord will deſcend in ſuch a manner, as to 
be within go degrees of all the habitable parts 
of the globe in his deſcent, or elſe ſome of the 
inhabitants will be below the horizon, and 
thereby will be reduced incapable of ſeeing 


him.” 


him.” 
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180 il 
him.” If every one muſt ſee him, in matter, „ 
the eyes of the blind muſt be opened. The - | 
miners and-pitmen muſt all come up; the ſick i 
muſt all get out of their beds, and thoſe con- h if 
fined in the cells of Newgate, and other pri- i 
ſons, muſt be liberated, and ſuch as are lame and ö 
unable to ſtand muſt be ſtrengthened in the | 
joints. | | 


r You and indeed the world ſay, that in like 
manner, as he aſcended, ſo ſhall he deſcend. Na 
7 If ſo, it will be in a very plain manner, without 
pomp or ſhew, or without referring to many | bill 


y witneſſes. 


As you take the word in the literal ſenſe, | 
it Ivy do you, and your brethren ſo much diſ- = 


—— ——  ——— — 
-_. — >» 2 


o {praiſe thieves, and think them worthy of 
ts death? Theft, if not a virtue, is at leaſt very 


— 
— — had 


ae near it, according to the letter; being uſed by 
id Fmany in all countries, and commanded and 
g lowed by God himſelf. Fortitude, courage, 
5 and 
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and boldneſs of mind, are commended by men 
as Virtues; who is it then, that will not 


man's 
man a 
judge thieves to be virtuous? for of all men, 

they are the moſt ſtout, hardy, or at leaſt moſt In 1 
without fear. | Both men and women, rich and murde; 
poor, are daily of this faculty, as the hangman I no pre; 
of Newgate and others can teſtify : and that it 

is allowed by God himſelf is evident; for if Moſe 
you look into the Bible, you will find in ſeveral ¶ #fter he 
places, that thieves have been beloved by God; him in t 
and honc 
on the fr 
more eaſ; 


for Jacob when he came out of Meſopo- 
tamia did ſteal his uncle Laban's kid; the 
fame very Jacob ſtole his brother Eſau's bleſ- 
ſing; and yet God ſaid, I have choſen Jacob and couſin E] 
refuſed Eſau. lives to 


] might be 
The children of Iſrael ſtole the jewels of the j murder 


Egyptians, and God commanded them ſo to do. ¶ heinous o 
David in the days of Abiathar, the high prieſt, | 
did come into the temple and did ſteal the Whoeve 
hallowed bread, and he alſo ſtole the poor vill ſoon p 
mam and glaring 
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man's wife ; and yet God ſaid, * David is a 
man after my own heart.“ 


In the external ſenſe of the letter, even 
murder itſelf is ſeveral times looked on as 


no great crime. 


Moſes you know flew the poor Egyptian, 
after he had well looked about him, and hid 
him in the ſand, by way of concealing him ; 
and honeſt king David put Mr. U. the Hittite, | 
on the front of the battle, that he might the 
more eaſily ſeduce his ewe lamb. And your old 
couſin Eliſha was the cauſe of many innocent 
lives to be loſt; and many other examples 
might be brought from the word to prove, that 
murder was not always looked upon as a 


- E heinous offence. 


Whoever takes the word in the literal ſenſe, 
will ſoon perceive a number of inconſiſtencies, 
and glaring contradictions in it, — Moſes ſays, 

that . 
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that he ſpoke 10 God face to face, and as a mat 
ſpeaketh to bis brother; but our bleſſed Lord 
' declares, that no man hath ſeen God at any lime; 
and this is certainly a truth; for God is with- 
out form or parts. I mean the eſſence, which 
is manifeſted in the form of his love; for we 
could never have known any thing of God, had 
he not aſſumed our form. | 


If you take the ſcriptures in a literal 
ſenſe, you know they | ſay, he that is unclean, 
let him be unclean ſtill. Very ſevere, Mr. W in 
ſeveral caſes. Would not you think it very hard, 
if you were attacked with a certain- diſorder, 
which to mention would make the ladies 205, 
to remain ſtill, or continually unclean! Would 
you not curſe, or at leaſt blame the gentleman 
of the faculty for ignorance, in the immortal 
art of healing? He ibat is filtby, let him be 
filthy flill. There are many ſuch fellows inthe 
world, and in the true--ſenſe of the word, 1 
apprehend 


I was ſt 
call hir 
poor fel 
eye alrex 


knock 0 
blind in 


common 
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apprehend theſe are a certain ſet of methodiſts, 
who go about from houſe to houſe, leading 
filly women captive, diſturbing the peace of 
ſociety, and who under the cloak of ſanctity, 
twine themſelves into the affections of the 
weak and credulous, from felf-intereſted mo- 


tives, in writing to deceive them. 


1 have ſomething to inform you of, which 
I think will pleafe you, as you ſeem to be very 
fond of novelty. 


The learned Mr. H —— has turned critic on 
bur hands, and is going to write againft us 
both, as a noble Lord informed me, by whom 
I was ſhewn ſome of his elegant remarks. — To 
call him to the field would be cowardly, as the 
poor fellow has had the misfortune to loſe one 
eye already, perhaps that either you or I may 
knock out the other; then, Sir, he will be as 
blind in body, as he is already to reaſon and 
common ſenſe. — He calls Swedenborg an 

1 enthuſiaſt, 


(83 
enthuſiaſt, you and me heretics, and as for his 
frequent uſe of deviliſh, madneſs, ſinful, hel- 


liſh, he cannot be equalled by Tommy Todd, 
the walking fiſhmonger from Billingſgate. I 


ingeniouſly tell him, that he never had learn. 


ing enough to read a ſingle page of his bible, 
or two paragraphs of Swedenborg ; and to 
prove it, I am going to call a meeting, and 
ſummons the gentleman. — That he is a rank 
preſbyterian, who has diſcovered the immortal 
ſecret of damning one half of the world, that 
the other may be ſecurely ſaved. He is a man 
void of education, and yet he pretends to have 
a perfect knowledge of grammar, and ſeverely 
criticiſes the firſt paragraph of my Critic Philo- 
ſopher, governors of their own fellow crealures. 


Mr. H ſeems to know grammar, as he 
knows the Scriptures, and learnedly contradicts 
Dr. Louth late Biſhop of London, (as the 
reader may ſee, under the word own in his 

grammar) 
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grammar) myſelf, and even the Scriptures, 
where the word own is very properly uſed. 
Every tree is known by his own fruit, whoſe 
« own examples ſtrengthen all his laws.” Pops. 
Now are we to believe the learned Mr. H. 


lately a wine bibber, in preference to Dr. Louth, 
Mr. Pope, a train of tranſlators, and the author 
of the Critic Philoſopher: I am rather inclined 


to believe, that Mr, H had made too- free 
with the contents of a bottle, that woeful morn- 


ing he ſat himſelf down to find fault with my 
productions. The old ſaying has juſt occurred 
to me, ignorance ; and impudence, go together and 
indeed, Iam led to think, that they are inſepa- 
able companions. They reſide with thoſe 
poor mortals, who, puffed up with vanity and 
conceit, think that they have knowledge, and 
mong the ſtill more ignorant, or rather Jeſs 
unning, paſs for ſomething, when in reality 
ey know nothing. Bound up in the chains 

f ſuperſtition and error, they are aſhamed to 
H 2 | make 
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make their appearance before reaſon, or to aſk 
her advice in ſettling their opinions. Bewil. 
dered in the miſts of ſelf-conceit, they boldly 
venture to ridicule the handmaid of the Lord, 
I mean reaſon, which hath pointed out to us, 
the road to happineſs, and amply ſhewn us that 
in acting contrary to her dictates, we inevitably 
bring upon ourſelves, a complication of evils, 
. Which ſoon diſturb our quiet, both of body and 


mind. 


King Criſpin and ſome of his methodiſt bre- 
thren, are going to practice phyſic, from the 
rules laid down in Mr. Weſtley's Primitive 
Phyſic. Lord have mercy on us, then Sir, 
particularly on you and me ; for as ſure as we 
now live, they will quack us to death! — ! 
poor Mr. Weſtley and his preachers are as ig 
norant of divinity, as they were of phyſic, whe 
they wrote their Calch Penny Primitive, I a 


very ſure that they will ſoon poiſon the mind 
0 


l 


of all who are ſilly enough to hear them. Who 


but madmen would give fifteen grains of Sweet 
Mercury, to a ſick perſon? I wiſh that the 
methodiſt parſons would try the experiment on 
themſelves, then we ſhould ſoon get rid of them. 
Who but illiterate knaves, would order the 


cold or hot bath indiſcriminately, which 


Weſtley, the emperic and his preachers, have 
done more than once. I think that a good 
watering, or rather ducking, might be of ſer- 
vice to theſe medical quacks, as it might in 
part brace up their ignorance and impudence, 
which heaven knows are grown to a monſtrous 
ſize ! 


Now, Mr. Wincheſter, you ſee that I keep 
nothing a ſecret from you, but ſuch as I have, I 
freely impart unto you, being well aſſured that 
you will make a good ufe of what you receive, 
and that you will never more believe the gene- 
rality of the methodiſts, for though ſome of 

| them 
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then will neither curſe nor ſwear, yet they wall 


he, and cheat, with old father Harry! 


And while they pretend to believe, in a new 


birth, and are all gone through it without a 


mother too; and while they are exclaiming 
againſt the deluded predeſtinarians, they nou- 
riſh a ſpirit, equally as wicked and uncharita- 


ble, by thinking that he or ſhe, who may 


differ with them, and their illiterate preachers 
in opinions, cannot be ſaved. — Like an aged 
barber I once knew, (who honeſtly declared, 


that there were only three wiſe men in the world, 


namely, himſelf, Mr. Fox, and the King of 
Pruſſia) they think that they are the only peo- 
ple on earth, who know any thing of the ſpirit 
of God. | 


Our Lord told profeſſor Nicodemus, that 
© except a man be born again, he cannot enter 
into the kingdom of God.” He certainly did 


not mean a natural birth, although the doctor 
ſo 
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ſo underſtood. him, neither ought the Scriptures 
to be taken in the ſenſe of the letter, ay again, 
becauſe it is plainly declared. © And with- 
out a parable, he opened not his mouth.“ — 
The Song of Solomon itſelf, taken in a literal 
ſenſe, reads like an obſcene ballad. What do 
you think of theſe paſſages. _ * We have a lit- 
tle ſiſter, and ſhe. has no breaſts.” I think 
beautiful breaſts very agreeable to peep at, now 


and then; my worthy ſir, what do you ſay to it? 


« His left hand is under my head, and his right 
hand doth embrace me.” This is a very proper 
way of doing buſineſs, Mr. Wincheſter. *« He 
ſhall lie all night betwixt my breaſts ;”” this is a 
long time, and fit to tire any man, even Solo- 
mon himſelf, though he muſt haye beena clever 
ſtout fellow, to do family duty, and content one 
half of his wives and concubines, whom I ſuppoſe 


were even at that rate very eaſily ſatisfied. 


We read in the book of Proverbs, that A 
* horſe- 
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horſe-leech hath two daughters, crying, Give 
give. 1 ſhould imagine, that theſe two girls 
are very difagreeable laſſes, and rather dan. 
gerous to goto bed to, at leaſt if they partake 


any thing of the nature of their old mother.— 


We never read of any beaſt, who could ſpeak, 
but 'a jack-aſs, which belonged to prophet 
Balam ; and we find him poor fellow, much 
blamed ; and pray, Mr. Wincheſter, let me 
know why? I do not believe that either afs, bull, 
or leech, ever ſpoke, except aſſes of methodiſt 
parſons, who bray like their hairy brethren, 

You know the Scriptures, I am afraid, as 
Mr. Dryden knew the allegories of the ancients. 
He deſcribes Lord Bacchus with a jovial face, 
inſtead of that fine beauty, which was his 
characteriſtic amongſt them. Proteus with 
gray hair, though Virgil mentions no colour: 
The goddeſs of peace, he paints with wings, 
yet Virgil ſays nothing of peace, neither was 
ſhe ever painted with wings before, — Who 


would wiſh her to have wings, or to fly away 
| except 
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except thoſe methodiſts, who cannot live with 


her? She is a goddeſs, whom moſt men deſire 
to ſtay with them. Dryden deſcribes Mino- 
taur, with his lower parts brutal, and his 
upper parts human, which is quite contrary to 
the ancient figures, which have a bull's head, 
and are. human below. He deſcribes. Aurora 
with a ſaffron ſtreamer, in her hand, while 
Virgil is free from ſtreamer or mixture: and 
he draws Mrs. Cybele by Bacchus's tygers, 
inſtead of her own lions. — Neptune with a 
gothic mace, and Janus, with a bunch of keys. 
Whereas the Antients repreſented her, with a 


key in one hand, and a long ſtaff in the 


other. — Dryden is allegorical, when Virgil is 
literal but you are literal, where the / ſcriptures 
are allegorical. ' As he in ſeveral places, gives 
the Deities attributes, which do not belong to 
them, ſo he miſrepreſents their actions and at- 
titudes, in others. Thus, where Virgil ſpeaks 
of Tiſiphone as fitting alone, he repreſents 

I her 
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her as a ghoſt walking at the head of others, 
Inſtead of Juno's flying to the earth, Dryden 
makes her deſcend to hell, and he as abſurdly 
deſcribes Sabinus, as reſting his head on a lit- 
tle pruning-hook. — He did not underſtand 
Virgil, nor the beautiful allegories of the Anti- 
ents, and it remains a doubt with me, whether 


he knew the Roman language better than you, 


know the Scripture language ; I am very ſure, 
that he did not underſtand the meaning of the 
words, honeſtus, biformis, immiſſis babenis. 


Our beſt poets and authors, have been too 


apt to mix the natural and allegorical ways of 
ſpeaking together, which is very wrong in 
authors, but more ſo in tranflators, and inter- 

preters, who can certainly have no right to 
| meddle with the ſenſe of an author. 


1 could have pointed out a thouſand errors, 
in Dryden's Virgil, but the nature of this work 
will not permit me. | 


We 


We 
ſon, a 
than o 
to Tit 
amiab 
who re 
have t 
no wea 
ſpirit c 
him to 
kid, — 
he four 
can the 
to the 
the cle 
moralit 
how a 
delicate 
out of 
beaſts, 


667) 
We read in the book of Judges, of one Sam- 
ſon, a very ſtrong Hercules, perhaps ſtronger 


than our Johnſon the bruiſer, who on his way 


to Timnah, in order to pay his addreſſes to an 


amiable young lady, he met with a fierce lion, 
who roared againſt him, and doubtleſs would 
have torn the poor fellow to pieces, he having 
no weapon of defence in his hand, had not the 
ſpirit of the Lord come upon him, and enabled 
him to rend the lion as he would have- rent a 
kid. — Some time after we are informed, that 
he ſound honey in the lion's carcaſe: but how 
can the naturaliſt or the reflector be reconciled 
to the poſſibility of this ſtory? Or how can 
the clergy account for it, or what ſyſtem of 
morality does it convey? Is it not miraculous, 
how a bee, which is allowed to be an inſect as 
delicate as induſtrous, could ever ſuck honey 
out of the rammiſh carcaſe of the king of the 
beaſts, . or ever think to lodge it there? 


I 2 Samſon 


( 68 ) 


Samſon is mentioned, in the ſame place, as 
being greatly enraged with his wite's country- 
men for having plowed with his heifer: fo 
therefore, in order to ſatiate his paſſion of re- 
venge, he murdered thirty of them, and ſome- 
time aſter a thouſand more; only with the jaw 
bone of ſome poor jack-aſs, out of which bone, 
he afterwards - extracted abundance of water 
to quench his thirſt, after he had been ſetting 
fire to the tails of three hundred captive foxes, 
forcing them into the good corn fields of the 
Philiſtines — A fory, which 1s neither fraught 
with- good ſenſe, probability, nor one ſingle 
grain of morality ; but one of the Jewiſh fables 
in which they would repreſent to us, that Ie 
were the only people on earth, who acted right, 
who knew the mind of the true God, and had 
his ſpirit at their own command, even when 


practiſing folly, and every ſpecics of wicked- 
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They have ranked ill-natured Eliſha and 
proud Joſhua amongſt the beſt of men: the firſt 
for depriving the innocently ignorant of life, 
only for telling him that the crown of his head 
was without hair; and the ſecond for calling 
to heaven for a candle, in order that he might 
the better butcher his opponents, and be an 
inſtrument, as he ſaid, in the hands of the Al- 
mighty, to deprive the wife of her huſband, 
and the orphan of its father! — To make the 


ſun ſtand ſtill, till the blood of the human ſpe- 


cies was thed; or to call he or ſhe bears out of 
the wood to kill ſuch a number of innocent 
children all at once, were certainly never in the 


power of any Ifſraclite: therefore, neither of 


theſe ſtories are naked or literal truths; neither 


do I think they belong to the ſacred page of 


the pheloſophy of heaven, or at leaſt if they 


do, they can only in their literal ſenſe, point 
out tous that the beſt of men are given to re- 


venge, and that, in the moſt cruel manner, 


quite 
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quite contrary to the principles of religion and 
its author, who rebuked the revengeful, and told 
them, that he had not come to deſtroy men's 

lives, but to ſave them. | 


Aaron the parſon, who cut the buttons out 
of his countrymen's clothes, and the ear- rings 
from their ears, in order to make a calf, which 
he was well convinced, would one day fill his 
own pocket, was typical of many of his bre- 
thren: for if we believe hiſtory, we will find, 
that very few ſpecies of wickedneſs have been 
practiſed, without the aſſiſtance of ſome prieſts, 
who too frequently and in all ages, have prac- 
tiſed religion, in order to ſcreen their vices. 
The multitudes of Lawyers and Divines, as 
they term themſelves, have in every age, been 
the ſcourge of mankind; and happy is the coun- 
try which inveſts them with the leaſt power. 
Were ever the practitioners of law, or the 
teachers of religion, intended by God, or good 
men, 


* 
men, to oppreſs the human race, and render 
thouſands of them for ever miſerable ? Surely 
no, although it 1s nevertheleſs really true. 
What benefit do we derive from our good laws, 
when we are obliged to employ another man, 
who perhaps will often demand more than dou- 
ble the very ſum he is in ſearch of? Acts of 
Parliament, be they ever ſo judiciouſly framed, 
are of little uſe to the poorer ſort of people in 
this nation, ſince they allow ſo many locuſts to 
ravage every where. — And how many of the - 
human race have been maſſacred, for differing 
in opinion with their fellow creatures; and 
how often have the clergy, by judging wrong 
of God and his religion, prompted men ſo to 
do! Our Lord taught them very differently, 
but alas, they have found out a new method, 
and rejected that religion which was deſigned 
by God for the happineſs of his creatures in this 
world and that which is to come. 


Of 


( 72 ) 
Of all the writings or comments I ever read, 
either antient or modern, on divinity, I de- 


clare that I never met with any thing equal to 
the principles of that bright and deep philo- 


ſophy, contained in the works of Baron Swe-; 


| denborg. Surely the Lord opened the inter- 

nal ſenſe of the word to him ; and why ſhould 
T or any one doubt it? The good in ſeveral 
ages, have been favoured with revelation, and 
have had their converſe with heaven while 
upon earth ; and if it pleaſed the Lord to open a 
communication between the ſpiritual and natu- 
ral world in theſe our days, why ſhould we 
think it ſtrange or impoſſible for him ſo to do. 
It is too true, that perſons of a contumacious 
turn of mind, conſider every thing as impoſſi- 
ble, that does not immediately fall within the 
compaſs of their own ideas; forgetting that 
the works of God are as unſearchable as they 
are wonderful, and that his ways ſurpaſs al 


human comprehenſions! So warped are thc 
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generality of men from every ſentiment of 


liberality, that thoſe who diſcover a willingneſs 


to receive inſtruction, or who may differ from 


them in opinion, are condemned to ridicule and 
ſcorn. But to ſhew how reprehenſible ſuch 
conduct is, we need only reflect on the unbe- 
lieving Thomas, and the pointed exclamation 
of our Lord upon the occaſion. Men of this 
untoward diſpoſition, will take up the works 
of the good man, I have juſt mentioned 
from the impulſe of curioſity, till recollecting 
themſelves, they will toſs them with contempt 
into ſome obſcure corner, and upbraid their 


author perhaps in terms not the moſt liberal or 


pleaſing. And yet, I am bold to ſay, that even 


ſuch perſons, nvulnerable as they may be to 
the force of reaſon, might ſoon be convinced of 
the purity and excellence of theſe writings, 
would they but for a time diveſt themſelves of 
prejudice, and impartially weigh the evidence 
brought in their ſupport.—Nay,'I have reaſon to 

K | believe, 


1 


believe, that how much ſoever they appear 


externally to condemn them, they nevertheleſs 
feel in their own mind, and vainly attempt to 


ſtifle an internal conviction of the abſolute 


. cultivate this internal evidence, and put on the 
ſolid reaſoning of diſpaſſionate men, the order 
of nature would then unfold itſelf to their view, 
and the ſtupendous works of Creation captivate 
their fenſes; until emulous of attaining the 
moſt exalted knowledge, they would ſeek the 
vaſt extent of ſpace, and find the whole canopy 
of the word expanded for their contemplation. 
And thus familiarized in the wonderful proper- 
ties of heavenly and earthly things, they would 
no longer conſider Swedenborg's works, as the 
parent of wicked compact and infatuation, or 
the child of impoſture, but would be ſenſible 


they contain the balſamic nutriment of truth 
and wiſdom, 


exiſtence of revelation. Would they but wiſely 


Thoſe | 


"ONES 


(75 4) 

Thoſe who deny the reality of revelation, 
have ſurely never contemplated the myſteries 
of their own exiſtence, nor the common occur- | 
rences that are inſeparable from it; many of 
which are inexplicable when abſtractedly con- 
ſidered, and only ceaſe to ſtrike us with won- 


der, becauſe they are obvious. The Lord 


revealed the word, in the days of old to his 
ſervants ; and if he pleaſes to open the internal 
ſenſe of it in our generation, why ſhould we 
ridicule the idea? Is he not the ſame God, 
filled with the ſame power ? 


We read in the Prophet Joel,“ And it ſhall 
come to paſs afterwards, that I will pour out 
my ſpirit upon all fleſh, and your ſons and 
your daughters ſhall propheſy ; your old men 
ſhall dream dreams, your young men ſhall ſee 
viſions, and alſo upon the ſervants, and upon 
the handmaids, in thoſe days will I pour out of 


my ſpirit, and I will ſhew wonders in the hea- 


vens, and in the earth, blood, and fire, and. | 
K 2 pillars 


7 * 


a | 1 


- 


- E 
pillars of ſmoke.” This prophecy has a direct 


reference to the time and doctrines of dur Lord, 
and began to be fulfilled the very day when 


a the Apoſtles received the Holy Ghoſt, as you 
may read in the Acts of the Apoſtles. And 
it ſhall come to paſs in the laſt days (that is in 


the laſt ſtate of the church) ſaith God, that I 
will pour out of my [pirit, upon all eb, and 
your ſons and your daughters ſhall propheſy, 
and your young men ſhall ſee viſions, and your 
old men ſhall dream dreams, and on- my 


ſervants and on my hand-maids, I will pour 


out in thoſe days of my ſpirit, and they ſhall . 


propheſy, and I will ſhew wonders in heaven 


above, and ſigns on the earth below.“ 


Now it is very evident, that prophecy and 
revelation have not yet ceaſed, but that they 
commenced in a new light, when theſe words 
were referred to, and that the church in every 


age, has been favoured with lights thrown 


upon the word. Let us compare the preſent 
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time with former ages, when that impoſtor of 


Rome made the kings of the earth tremble, 
and we ſhall ſoon perceive, that the Lord has 
done a great deal more than that of favouring 
a good man with the internal ſenſe of his word 
for the good of his creatures! It is true, you, 
Weſtley, and ſeveral others, are ungenerous 
enough to call him an enthuſiaſt, or rather a 
madman, which I believe you do for political and 
obvious reaſons. Firſt, you have broached dif- 
ferent opinions, to make a living, and you muſt 
now ſtand by them. Secondly, you are ſeeming- 
ly not philoſophers enough to comprehend what 
he ſays, neither do you appear competent in my 
opinion, to read his works in the original, and 
compare them with the word. You allow that St. 
John had ſuch an interview with Heaven, but you 
will not believe this, which is equally as proba- 


ble, and I am ſure as reaſonable. 


To conclude. — The firſt manifeſtation of the 
Godhead 


( 78) 
Godhead is the divine eſſence, or love principle, no id 
which is in itſelf eternal, and incomprehenſible had a 


to men. The ſecond is the word or maniteſted 


form of that love which exiſted before all T by 
worlds, and by whom they were all made; and "ey Ce 
the Scriptures firmly aſſert that this word was, * 
or exiſted in the beginning with God, and that I bling: 
it was G od; that is, our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as to ſenſe M 
the divine humanity which. came down from PEAS 
| | ſearch i 


heaven, was one with the Father before the 

world was, the aſſumed human eſſence was alſo With 
glorified, and made divine whilſt in the world 
by acts of divine power. Ne was tempted like Y think 1 


unto us, but. he conquered and overcame all 


evils, and conſequently was, himſelf, God over onour te 


all, Bleſſed for evermore. From whom this love hin, that 


principle, or ſoul of Chriſt, frequently called 2" 


Father in the word, had its origin, i | 
, had its origin, 1s not given „ Mr. v 

us, nor even the angels of heaven to know. The they ple 

word declares that it had neither beginning he 1 


nor end; but as we are in matter, we can have 


e idea of 
2 


no 


1 bs 


no idea of any thing which is ſaid never to have 


* had a beginning, or end. 

ed | : _ 

al I believe the Scriptures are of God, and that 

4 they contain the divine will revealed to man, but F 

* in fuch 4 manner that they ſhall prove a ſtum- 

. bling- block to thoſe who take them in the 
ſenſe of the letter only, or are not ſimple and 3 

a 4 pure in heart, to enter the Holy of Holies, or to N 

rom FE carch into the ſecrets of the word. 

the 

alſo With regard to your ideas of univerſal redemp- 

vorld tion, I moſt {ſincerely and candidly tell you, that 

like Il think you have reaſoned as a Chriſtian, a phi. 

je all loſopher, and a man of ſenſe, and done more 

o onour to the word of God than all the metho- 

love Fiſts that ever appeared in Europe. They ſay L 

called 


hat ſome men muſt be eternally damned; and if 


given , Mr. Wincheſter, let them be of the number 
they pleaſe, and not be angry with you and 
inning e, for having a more benevolent and charita- 


n have Ne idea of our heavenly Father, 
nol} 2 


Ons 


"4 


( 90) 


On the whole, Sir, 1 declare that I wiſh you 
and all the human race well, and ſhall be happy 

+ when at leiſure to crack a bottle with you ; but 
remember that you are not to take this in the 
literal ſenſe, as you do the Scriptures, ſince molt 


certainly we intend to drink the wine contain= 
ed in the bottle, and not to break the glaſs, 


; 


